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The medical reader may feel that a doctor or two should have been included, and this is especially so in the sections on etiology and in a short but unmistakably lay account of schizophrenia in childhood.
Nevertheless, since psychiatrist and psychologist must collaborate, and since each is the poorer without the assistance the other can give, the book gives a most helpful insight into the knowledge the psychologist possesses and his own special way of expressing it. The account given of the "brain damage" concept, widely misunderstood by psychiatrists and psychologists alike, is notable for its clarity and accuracy.
Perhaps the most attractive feature of the book lies in its hopeful attention to learning, training, social rehabilitation, and even psychotherapy. These things are considered dispassionately and without sentiment, and yet in a way that can only encourage those whose work with defectives may seem at times wasted and pointless. It is a pleasure to recommend what is now the second volume of outstanding merit about mental defectives, and produced within the space of two years. In contrast a later paper by Margaret Jackson gives a critical appraisal of the uses of these new oral progestogens in cases of infertility.
The veterinary papers emphasize the species differences in results and in many cases it is difficult to correlate the findings with human physiology. The effects of varicocele are again recorded, pointing to the necessity for early operation if permanent damage to spermatogenesis is to be prevented. There is also a critical assessment of retrodisplacement by Mr. Fouracre Barns. He concludes that in itself it is neither a cause of infertility nor of abortion. There are in all 9 excellent papers on the male and 7 on the female. A word of caution is perhaps not out of place. The human and animal experiments reported confirm that 19nor-ethisterone-efctively controls fertility; that there is recovery as soon as treatment stops;
but it still has to be proved that prolonged exhibition of this drug has no permanent effect on ovarian function.
Major Surgery for Pulmonary Tuberculosis. By R. S. Francis, M.D., M.R.C.P., and M. P. Curwen, M.A. (Pp. x+96; illustrated. 12s. 6d.) London: Staples Press Ltd. 1958. This is the work of a joint Committee of the British Tuberculosis Association and the Society of Thoracic Surgeons, and is the first of three volumes recording the findings of an enquiry into the immediate and long-term results of major surgery in pulmonary tuberculosis. This Volume, Part I, is concerned with a two-year follow-up of 6,050 patients operated on in the United Kingdom between April 1, 1953, and March 31, 1954 , with the exception of certain special groups, including those with bilateral disease, pre-operative fistulk, and children.
The authors deal, among other matters, with the assessment of clinical material, details of surgical procedures, post-operative complications, major complications and mortality. They draw a comparison between resection and collapse measures. The information has been so well condensed that it is hardly possible to go into detail. It is sufficient to say that this volume, with the two parts which are to follow, makes a valuable contribution to an understanding of the place of surgery in the treatment of this disease, and of the choice of procedure. (Publishers) Ltd. 1959. This volume is entirely devoted to the radiotherapy of cancer. In contrast to the previous volumes, the contributors all belong to the British School of Radiotherapy, an expression of the standing of the School rather than of medical chauvinism. Just over a third of the volume deals with such general subjects as the physical properties of radiations, the biological basis of radiotherapy, methods of radiation therapy, artificial radio-isotopes in cancer, and radiation protection. The remaining chapters deal with the indications for and details of radiotherapy in cancer of the various regions. The writing is clear and succinct, and there is full recognition of the limitations of radiotherapy. The book will be useful not only to trainees in radiotherapy, but to surgeons who want to know what their radiotherapeutic colleagues can offer in the treatment of cancer and the principles on which they work.
